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McNeil Island
• 4400 acres
• 12 miles shoreline

• West Sound LE
• Alliance for a Healthy South Sound LIO
• Nearshore Chinook Chapter – South Sound
• Tribal – Squaxin, Nisqually & Puyallup
• Pierce County

• WDFW South Puget Sound Wildlife Area
• WDNR Nisqually Aquatic Reserve & SOAL



1875 – 1934 Federal acquisition of the island
1875 – 1981 Federal penitentiary operated
1981 - 2011  State penitentiary operated
Up to 1500 inmates & island residents



McNeil Island Management

Source: BERK 2012

DFW   3100 acres (70%) for conservation
DOC   1300 acres (30%) for correctional use
DNR   State Owned Aquatic Lands

1984 Land ownership transfer conditions:

• Correctional use limited to 
designated parcels

• Remainder of island is for wildlife 
conservation

• Wherever possible, decommission 
infrastructure

• Protective of cultural resources & 
Gertrude Island

• No public access





WWII Torpedo netting as shoreline armor

Shoreline debris Impounded former embayments



Identified two near-term projects

• Barge Landing debris removal
• Shoreline debris removal (10 sites)

Three additional projects for further study

• Milewa Creek Estuary
• Bodley/Bradley Creek Estuary
• Floyds Cove



Barge Landing

Luhr Creek culvert Still Harbor

Butterworth Reservoir

Eden Cr dam



McNeil Island - Barge Landing Site







Completed July 2018

• 61 ecology blocks
• 24 concrete voided slab 

sections
• 33 creosote piling
• Approximately 200 cy 

crushed gravel

https://www.kuow.org/stories/homeow
ners-keep-building-walls-around-puget-
sound-but-biologists-are-taking-out-
more



2018/2019 Island Wide Restoration 

https://pugetsoundblogs.com/waterways/2018/12/06/mcneil-island-becoming-known-for-fish-and-wildlife-not-just-prison/

https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/state-cleaning-100-year-old-debris-from-south-puget-sound-island/281-620466240

• Removal of shoreline armoring, creosote pilings and debris in six locations. 

• Close to 1,000 tons of concrete was hauled away by barge along with 55 tons of 
scrap metal and more than 51 tons of pilings. 

• 557-foot bulkhead was pulled out along with a derelict boat.



https://www.dnr.wa.gov/
mcneil-island-shoreline-
restoration

https://www.king5.com/
article/news/local/state-
cleaning-100-year-old-
debris-from-south-
puget-sound-island/281-
620466240

Removal of shoreline 
armoring, creosote pilings and 
debris in six locations. 

Close to 1,000 tons of concrete 
was hauled away by barge 
along with 55 tons of scrap 
metal and more than 51 tons 
of pilings. 

A 557-foot bulkhead was 
pulled out along with a derelict 
boat.

Funded by DNR Aquatic 
Restoration

https://pugetsoundblogs.com
/waterways/2018/12/06/mcn
eil-island-becoming-known-
for-fish-and-wildlife-not-just-
prison/

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/mcneil-island-shoreline-restoration
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/state-cleaning-100-year-old-debris-from-south-puget-sound-island/281-620466240
https://pugetsoundblogs.com/waterways/2018/12/06/mcneil-island-becoming-known-for-fish-and-wildlife-not-just-prison/




Milewa Creek Estuary









Alternatives at Milewa Estuary:
1) Remove culvert & rebuild 100’ bridge
2) Remove culvert & build bypass road at 

head of estuary
3) Remove culvert & use existing road for 

bypass







Bodley Creek
(Bradley Cr)









Bodley Creek:  Beaver assisted restoration

• Plant beaver-enticing vegetation
• Remove standpipe in sections
• Install BDAs
• Replace culvert when funding available
• Keep planting



Floyds Cove





Still Harbor Feasibility







• Forage Fish Surveys
• Beach Profile
• Sediment Size
• Beach Wrack
• Logs and Riparian Vegetation

Still Harbor Shoreline Monitoring



• McNeil lsland is part of your LE
• Significant restoration work has been happening there

• We’re looking to gain partners & continue momentum
• Include McNeil Island restoration on LE project list?

• When is the field trip?

Thanks for your interest!
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