
Harper Estuary 
Redevelopment Project 



Cultural Resources Assessment 



What is a Cultural Resources Assessment? 
 If a project has the potential to affect cultural resources, it may require an 
assessment of that impact. 

  
Are there resources that might be affected? 
 If so, what are the potential impacts to those resources? 
What steps are recommended to lessen or avoid that impact? 

 

 “Cultural Resource Management is, essentially, a process by which the protection and management of 
scarce elements of cultural heritage are given some consideration in a modern world with an expanding 
population and changing needs. Often equated with archaeology, CRM should and does include a range of 
types of properties: cultural landscapes, archaeological sites, historical records, social institutions, 
expressive cultures, old buildings, religious beliefs and practices, industrial heritage, folklife, artifacts [and] 
spiritual places” (T. King 2002).  

  



Why are we doing it? 
  

 Harper Estuary Restoration Project is subject to Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
Project has some funding and permitting by federal agencies 

Agencies involved must identify and assess effects of undertakings on historic 
properties  

 Historic properties are those that are listed or eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places (NRHP)   

 Eligible properties can be buildings, structures, archaeological sites, landscapes or 
traditional cultural properties 



National Register of Historic Places 
 Eligibility for NRHP is based on following factors: 

 Is at least 50 years old 

Retains integrity of certain physical characteristics: location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association 

Meets at least one of the following criteria of significance: 
 a) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to broad patterns  
 of our history 

  b) Is associated with lives of persons significant in our past 

  c) Embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction or  
 represents the work of a master 

  d) Yields or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history 



Project Area 



Focus on Historic Context and Archaeology 
 Early Land Use and the Harper Brick Plant  Archaeological Testing and Site Evaluation 



Ethnography 
 HOME of the SUQUAMISH PEOPLE 



Exploration and Trade 



Timber Industry 



Land Claims 



Andrew Pope and William Talbot 
 Puget Mill Company, Port Gamble 

 



Levi and Seabury 
Mastick-1869 
• S.E. Mastick Lumber Company, San 

Francisco, 

• Moore and Smith Lumber 
Company, San Francisco 1883 

• Port Discovery Lumber Company 
1890 

Anna and W.D. 
Wohlforth; Laban 
Locker 
• Terra Vaun Ten-Acre Tracts 1891 

 

 





Land Claims 



Trimble/Cornell 
Edward and Jenny Trimble 1881 

 Relinquished 1884 

Edwin Cornell 

 Cash Entry 1884 

Aaron Rainwater 

 Purchase ca. 1900 



Land Claims 



George and 
Jennie Harmon 

Homestead 1887; proof 1893 

Harmon’s Landing 

George Harmon: 

•  Originally from Germany 

• Arrived on Decatur? 

• Married Jennie Davis 1879 

Jennie Harmon: 

• Likely Duwamish heritage 

• Conflicting Stories 

 

 





Beginnings of the Brick Industry 
 Edmund Smith 



Harper Brick and Pottery Company 



Frederick Crane Harper 



Harper Brick and Tile Company  1904  
Company reorganized and incorporated with capital stock at $50,000. Frederick harper remained as president. 



Harper Brick and Tile 
Brick-Making Process 

• Typical glacial clay 

• Brought to plant by tram 

• Tempered in horizontal pug 

• Shaped by upright auger 

• Automatic cutting table/repress 

• Drying machine 

• Burned in kilns 

• Shipped by barge 

 



Clay Beds, Tram Car and Horizontal Pug 



Plant for Sale: 1908 



Harper-Hill Brick Company: 1909 
 Thomas Lippy, President 



Expanded Business 



Harper Clay 
Products: 1918 

  

• Lippy reincorporated with capital 
stock of $50,000 

• Lippy sole owner with two shares 
to other officers 

• Debt to previous owners not paid 

• Part of Manufacturers Association 

 

 



Receivership: 1927-1928 
 Harper Clay Products filed for receivership 
in October 1927 















Archaeological Fieldwork 



Digging By Hand 



Digging by Machine 



Profiles 



Bricks, Bricks 



And More Bricks 



Types of Brick 
• Structural Brick  Tile 

• Pipe 

• Common Red Brick 

• Clinker Brick 

• Over-Fired Clinker 

• Fire Brick 

• Combed Brick 

• Mud on Brick 

 



ANALYSIS AND 
CONCLUSIONS 
Many Thanks to the Following: 

Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife 

Kitsap County 

And the many community members 
who make Harper a special community 


